
The Prodigal God – Bible Study 
Begins today, July 12th during Education Hour 

You will notice a painting by Rembrandt in the Front 

Hallway entitled “The Return of the Prodigal Son.” It is one 

of his last paintings shortly before his death. It could have 

as easily been entitled “The Welcome by the Compassionate 

Father.” 

 

The parable in Luke 15 is in truth a parable of the 

Father’s love. Looking at the way Rembrandt portrays the 

Father, you see encapsulated in that picture a tenderness, 

mercy, and forgiveness. Everything comes together in the 

picture: Rembrandt’s story, humanity’s story, and God’s story. 

Time and eternity intersect, approaching death and 

everlasting life touch each other, sin and forgiveness embrace; 

the human and divine become one. 

 

The true center of Rembrandt’s painting is the hands of 

the Father. On them all the light is concentrated; on them 

the eyes of the bystanders are focused; in them mercy 

becomes flesh; upon them forgiveness, reconciliation, and 

healing come together, and through them, not only the tired 

son, but also the worn out father find their rest.  

 

So we are invited to the celebration meal, our sins are 

forgiven, we are welcomed home, but even more we are 

strengthened to love as our Father loves us. 

 

Hi Everyone, 

 

It’s been a while since I sent out a good update on what has 

been happening over east.  I am still working with YWAM, 

although most of my time these days is spent away from the 

base.  In the last months I have been playing music in a band 

that I joined, and leading a youth group in town with two good 

friends of mine.  A lot has happened since January, but I want 

share specifically about the band that I joined. 

 

Symphony of Nations began as a group of four friends that 

played shows in the area, specifically in eastern German and 

Czech Republic.  I had been praying for quite a while for a group 

of people that not only wanted to make good music, but also share 

the love of Jesus with the people, and that this would be a main 

focus of the group.  So when I returned to Germany in November, 

I was asked to join them.  In January I played my first concert 

with them, not knowing where it would lead, but it has been one 

of the best, although also challenging, musical experiences I have 

had.  At the moment, most of my time is spent either in practice, 

managing different aspects of the band, and touring.  It seems at 

each show there is someone hungry for what we have.  I have had 

several opportunities to pray for people – some coming to know 

the Lord, some just experiencing what it is to feel His presence, 

and some hearing about His love for the first time.  This is what I 

have wanted to do the last few years, and I am blessed to be 

surrounded and challenged by this band. 

 

Katy Henry 

 

(Pictures are posted on the bulletin board.) 
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